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Scripture, Rom. 14.20, For the fer- 
vice of ſuch in this preſent Age, whoſe 
eyes and hearts the Lord ſhall pleaſe to 
open, t0 ſee and conſider the werent of 
the Truth thereof. 


Romans 14. 20. 


For Meat deſtroy not the IWork of God. 


Od hath a Work, in ſome 
mens hearts, The 
mighty God , who 
made Heaven and 

Earth, and whoſe eyes tun to and fro 

through both, he by the finger of his pure 

Power toucheth ſome of the hearts of the 

Children of men, and in the pure Demon- 

ſration of his living Spirit 1s found work- 

ins there, Religion , true Religion is not 

a matter of opinion (as men, Who have not 

A 2 tated 


Obſerv. 1. 


talked of the Power, are apt to imagine) but 
a New-Creation ana Work of God 1n the heart 
of the creature, ſowing ih2 Light and Life 
of his Spirit there , and by it working man 
out of the darkneſs and Death of Sin(Which 
1s the deſtruction and milery of the Soul) 
1to kis Lite ana Bleſlednets, 
Oblerv. 2. That this ork of God 17 man, 
15 lyable to be deſtroyed. God could ſo pave 
made man, as that he could not nave fell : 
he could fo have comprehended mans ſpirit 
in the pure Power of his Lif2, as that man 
could not have. broke our of it, But it 
pleaſed him to make him under a Law: 
Wherein, waiting upon and watching to the 
Power of Life, he might be preſerved and 
remun happy ; but departing from it, he 
ſhould loſe his ſtate and fink into miſery, 
God could alto ſo redeem man, as that no 
Power ſhould ſtop or interrupt his Work : 
but it pleaſeth him alſo to hold forth a Law 
of Redemption ; according to which, his 
Work of Redemption may either go for- 
ward or backward. As man is drawn by 
the Spixit of God, and followeth his lead- 
1ngs out of the corruption , out of the va- 
nity, out of the earthly Nature, out of the 
wildom,reaſonivgs and ſpirit of this world, 
ic 
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ſo the work goeth forward : As man 1s 
rempted, hearkeneih unto, and is drawn 
hack from the leadings of Gods Spirit by 
any of theſe ; fo the work goeth backward, 
and degrees of deltivtion overtake and 
come upon the Work of God in that heart. 
OMe, J- A lit: le thing will deſtroy the 
ork of God 2 the heart. A matter of meat, 
ating but a little meat doud:ingly , out of 
the Faith , (wherein is the preſervation from 
the deftruction ) this lzads into tne Sin, 
where death and deſtivetion 1s (hll mer 
with. For in che Path cf Lite, in the Faith, 
in the Obeajzence to Gods Spuit, the1e 
alone 1s the -prelery ation of the W o1k of 
(od : but in the unbelief, in the attobedi- 
ence , in the doubting (chough avour never 
ſo {mall a matcer) there is death and de- 
irution met with, it the Perſon venture 
upon that, which 1t doubteih of, Thoſe 
who have travelled 1n thz path of Lite, I 
know can witneis this, O how imall a thing 
brings a vail over the Luce / Wiata lit de 
giving way to the rextonings of the exthly 
pirit , abour a {mall macres , arives back 
the Work of God in the heart, and btings 
anguiſh and mitery upon the Soul , cautng 
the hiding, of the Light of God's Counce 
A 3 Nance, 


(6) 
nance, Which is the Life and Joy of the re- 
1ewec Spitit, God 1s a oreat King, and 
all tis Leadinys and Teachings are weighty: 
2nd 112 that rebelleth , or negleReth in the 
leatt thing, mult bear his burthen , unlets 
he feel the Humiliation of his Soul, and 
the Remithon from the Spirit of the Lord, 
the Grace of God pittying him , and the 
blood of his Son waſhing him. 

Oblerv. 4. No wan (rould do that, which 
tc;zdeth to deſtroy the Work, of God in himſelf, or 
the Work, of God ia another. There 1s no 
tuch thing allowable by God for any man to 
do (whether in Publick Government, or in 
any kind of Commerce or Converſation 
amongſt men, or 1n ones private courſe cf 
walking) which tendeth to deſtroy the Work 
of God, The intent of Government, e1- 
ther in Church or State , was never to de- 
ftroy the Work of God in any man. Go- 
vernment 1s of God , both in Church and 
State : but that way of Government, which 
deſtroyeth his work in any , 1s not of him, 
out contrary to him and againſt him. O that 
men could conſider , and had the ballance 
of Truth to weigh things in, that they might 
bow before the God of Truth,and not five 
with their Maker , about his Work in the 
Wo1ld, My 
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My Soul hath mourned, I may ſay, almoſt 
from my Cradle , about ihe eſtate of this 
Creation, To behold man fallen from his 
Glory, departed from his God, hving 
without the ſence of him, and ſowing the 
Seeds of Erernal Milerv for his poor Soul 
(which he imtt ys certainly reap, as he hath 
own, unlets he travel che path of Redenip- 
tion in the poweurtul leatings and guigance 
of Goa's Holy Spuit ) This hath fo broken 
my Heart(to;;other with the clole exerciſes, 
which have continually attended this poor 
wearied Spirit) that I have ofren wondered, 
now the natural Life could be contained in 
the natural veilel, 

] am a love: of mankind in general, and 
2ave been a deep tuttz1er With,and traveller 
tor all the miſerable. None knows the path 
of my SorrsWs,or the excent of my Bowels, 
but he that made me. TI: 1s not natural or 
kindly to me to vpbraid any man with any 
kind of wickedneſs, or never {0 juitly ce- 
ſerved miſery, bur my Bowels Work con- 
cerning him towards the Spring of Eternal 
Power and Compaitions , even as I woul\ 
be pittied and repreſented to the Fatner cf 
Mercies inthe like Condition. Indeed 1 
have been emptiea from Veſlel to Veſtel, 

an.) 


and toſſed with multirudes of ſtorms and 
tempeſts, yer rne ſavour of my life remain- 
eth with me to this day , and the Spirit of 
my Coda breatheth on my heart , Blefled be 
his Holy Name for ever. And thotgh I 
walk with one ſort of People , becaute my 
heart ſaith ( yea the Spirit of the Eternal 
God hath witnefled unto me , and thewn 
me in that Light which cannot deceive, and 
to that eye which cannot be deceived) that 
they are the People whom he hath choſen, 
our of all the gatherings ( throughout the 
Earth) from the Apoſtacy , ro manifelt his 
Power 1n, and his preſence among : I ſay, 
though 1 have bcen guided and lcd by tne 
Spirit of the Lord towalk among theſe, yet 
am 1 not bounded there , either in the love 
or in the unity of my heart 3 But I have 
unity with the Integrity and Zeal for God 
which is in others , of what ſort or gather- 
in? ſoevcr, and I have tender Bowels for 
all, even for thoſe which hate and Pertecute 
that, Which 1s my life,and hath the love of 
my heart for ever. pn 
O how have I prayed for the loſt World ! 
For all the -Souls of man-kind , how hati 
my Soul bowed in unutterable breathings of 
Spirit before my God, and could not be 
filenced, 
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filenced , until he quiered my fpirit in the 
Righteoutnets and Excellency of his Will, 
nd bid me leave it to him. And as couch- 
ng this Nation and the ſeveral forts 1n ir, 
even thoſe who ſeem mott caſt off and with- 
out all tence, yer the prec1ouſneſs of their 
Souls have 1 foread before the Lord my Co. 
With tears. 

And now, I hive ſomewhat to ſay, 1 
the love of my heart, and in the FY A fs 
of the Light of my God, to ſeveral ſorts 
of People , which nearly concerns them, 
15 thoſe whoſe hearts are weighty and feri- 
ous (and who are not diunk up in the earth- 
lets of the ſentual Nacure, or mil-byafled 
by pre-aflumed Principles from the wrong 
ound) may exſily perceive. 


Futit, 
To ſuch as never kaew what belonged to t2%- 
derneſs of (Conſcieuce towards God , bur have 


ſpent all their dayes euther in jicentionſueſs of 


[pirit , or in a dead ſormality, To ſuch my 

Soul ſarth. 
On Friends, wait to feel the Power of 
(0d upon your hearts winch is preſent with 
Tat, which ſomecmes lets you lee the evils 
thereot) that they may be melted and made 
tender 


tender by him, fit to receive the impreſſions 
of his Life. Why ſhonld ye go down to the 

itin a Dream, and center in the Land of 
Miſery ? Ye have immortal Souls in theſe 
earthen veſſels, which muſt either be Re- 
deemed to God by the Power of his Life, or 
be ſhut up from his Glorious Preſence in 
the Chambers of Death. Tr is a dreadful 
thing to appear before God afrer Dearh,and 
receive the ſentence of Condemnation for 
the things tone in the body. O that the eye 
of your Souls were awakened, that ye might 
ſee rh2 hazard and aanger ye are incurring 
dayly, and might know the hope of eſcape 
{er before mankind,by the appearance of the 


Grace inyou, and learn of the living God 
to flie thereto for ſuccour , thar ye might be 
ſhelcered in the evil hour, witch haſteneth 
apace upon all Fleſh, 


Secondly, 

To ſuch as formerly have been tender and 
ſenſible, but re now grown hard, aud deaf to 
the 11:52 of Gu4'sS pzrit in !herr hearts and Con- 

ciexces, Tis 1s the Lay page of my Soul 1 
the Love a :4 Life: of my Od, 

On :h.:r ye could wait to feel the hammer 


and ſtroke of God upon that which is hard, 
that 


L1 
that it might be broken by tim, and rhat 
that which is high and lifced up above his 
pure fear ( where the Law ot his Lite 1s 
learned, and the Souls of his Saints pre- 
jerved might be brought down and abated 
before him. Great 1s your danger, Cxceed- 
ing aifficult is your recovery : yet there 15 
(trength in the Atm of the Lord God to 
lirike through your deadneis,and to quicken 
the immortal Principle of lis Lite 1n you, 
Why ſhould ye,who have once talted of the 
coodneſs of God, become more miterable 
then the reft of the Sons of men > Way 
have you departed from that, which once 
oave you a true taſte of Life , ana of the 
{weetneſs of Redemption by it, into that 
Spirit Which 1s ſealed up in the Death,in the 
midit of its greateſt witdom and ſurelt toot- 
Ing ? O return, return to that which leadeth 
to the living God, that ye may travel (in 
the exerciſes of his Spirit) out of the Wit- 
dom and Spirit of this World , unto the 
Land of the Souls peace and relt. 


Tahudly. 

To ſuch as are ſtill tender , and dure not but 
exerciſe a Conſcience towerds God,even 1 theſe 
ſearching ard trying times. 

Friends , Keep your ſtanding in the Life 

of 
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of God, What God hath begotten in you, 
let it depend upon him. Let him do what 
ne will with his own in you, and let the 
creature he ſubje& to that living Principle, 
which God hath ſown and raiſed in your 
hearts. Sell not your peace with Goo for 
any eaſe or advantage in this World, Let 
the tenderneſs of your Coniciences, which 
1s of value with God , be precious allo in 
your eyes. The Times and Seaſons are 11 
tn2 Fathers hand , and he ſeeth good to let 
this Day of Tryal come upon you. His 
Grace is able to carry you all through. It 
will be for his honour , to let all the World 
iee how dear your God 1s to you , and how 
able ye are (in the meekneis and ſtrengti1 
of the Lamb's Spirit)to ſuffer for his Names 
ſake. Thy will , O God, be done. The cup 
which our Father gives us, ſhalt we not 
drink 1t ? The Lord preſerve you in upright- 
neſs of heart towards him, in meekneis of 
ipirit towards thoſe that affli&t you , and in 
true love and good will towards all ; that 
his Light which hath gathered you may 
thine over all the darkne(s which oppoſeth 
it, and his Life which hath quickened and 
preſerved you, may be famous over all the 
Territories and Dominions of Death. 


Fourtaly, 


Cy 3 
Fourthly. 


To ſuch as are hard-hearted, and of a per- 
ſecuting ſpirit towards the tender-conſcrenced. 

O that ye knew what ye did. Yeare ene- 
mies to the moſt precious thing , that 1 to 
be found among the Sons of men. Ye ſtrike 
at wh:t God loves, and cherithes, and 
takes great pains to bring the creature to. 
Ye ttrive to keep that down upon Which the 
happineſs of mankind depends : yea, ye con- 
(ulc and take much pains to remove that out 
of the Way , which ſands between you and 
the Judgements of God. O that your eyes 
were opened : for ſurely then ye could nor 
proceed in this Courte, 

Well ; The Lord will open the eyes of 
many,and mercy towards mankind is ifluing 
ſom his Throne, and he will imite thar 
through and through, which maketh the 
Earth miterable and deſolate of his Life. 
Bur, O that man could hear in the day of his 
projperity , that adverſity might not come 
upon him. 

Wait to read theſe things in the Life 
from which they ſprang, and then tell 
me , Whether there 1s not a cauſe for what I 
write. 


A Poſt- 
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AT OpAiSCRIPNI. 


Here hath been a great Apoſtacy 

( /ince the dayes of the Apoſiles) from 
the living Power, into dead forms of IVor- 
ſhip and Devotion , where likeneſſes of 
truth have been ſet upyin ſlead of the Truth 
tt ſelf, Now the Lord i gathering his true 
ſeed ( even Iſrael his beloved off- ſpring ) 
out of all dead forms of all kinds, into his 
lruing Truth, and into the true Spiritual 
IVorſhip : and whos he,that ſhall be able 
to ſtop iimherem * Let him conſider his 
ſtrength, who girds himſelf to the Battle 
againſt him: for not by might, nor by the 
Power « »f man, but by the Spirit of Life 
his Called, Faithful, Choſen and Inno- 
cent L:1bs, will the Lord of Glory carry 
gr 2s 154k, 71 the World, 


THE END. 


